WELCOME TO PITTSBURGH 
City of Champions
Home of the 2009 Superbowl and Stanley Cup Champions!
For those who have attended the annual Girls' Thanksgiving Tournament hosted by Team Pittsburgh, you know there is lots to do in our wonderful city, most of all SHOPPING for the girls/moms!  Like every year, I have prepared a "guide" for you below, but I want to start with a few items tournament related, as a quick reminder.
First of all, goto www.sportacularevent.com website and look under the tournament (you don't need to log in), and you can find all sorts of information on there! Everyone should go and print out information before you leave home and head to Pittsburgh!

Before we get started, make sure you follow the tournament rules -- Canadian girls must wear neck guards and US mouth pieces.  This is a USA HOCKEY sanctioned event and as such, each team must follow the safety equipment rules for their governing body.  

Be sure to check in at the tournament hq, RMU Island Sports Center before your first game.  IF your first game is early at another rink outside of RMU, then you can check in after your 1st game.  Please bring a copy of your roster to turn in to Sportacular Event who will be running the sign-in and tournament.  Each manager will receive programs and other items for your team at sign-in.  Also, this year, as a gift from Team Pittsburgh, each player will be given a tournament wrist band.  Please have the girls wear this at all times during the tournament as it will identify her as a participant.  

Back by POPULAR demand -- We will be having the Thanksgiving Tournament t-shirts/ hoodies with a brand-new design this year!  They will be sold at the hq rink only, RMU Island Sports Center and available for personalization.  They have various sizes and colors available this year, and I know the girls will love the selection.  

Before I get to the shopping, I wanted to remind you about a few unique things at the hq that are available.  Please support our sponsors and participate in these activities:
2.  VENDORS -- We have quite a few vendors that will be set up at the hq arena AND also we have a VERY large, popular silent auction with great items to be bid on!  PLEASE take a trip over to the hq rink and check out all the excitement there!
3.  RMU Colonials Womens Division-1 Game vs. Syracuse, Fri. and Sat., 2:05 pm at RMU Island Sports Center, Clearview Arena.
With regard to the reason you are going to be here ~ HOCKEY!
PLEASE keep in mind, Friday is the BIGGEST shopping day of the year in the US.  There are major sales starting before dawn that continue all weekend, but Friday is "Black Friday" and shoppers are out in force to kick off the holiday season.  PLEASE remember that this means there is A LOT of traffic.  If you are playing at Bethel Park rink, there is a HUGE mall, South Hills Village less than a mile away, and I imagine the traffic will be backed up.  PLEASE PLEASE give yourselves extra travel time to the rinks, especially during the busy daytime hours.  Also, if you are staying near Robinson Town Centre, you have a great location, but you will also be in mall/shopping traffic. I would hate for anyone to miss a game due to traffic, so please keep this in mind.
One thing to keep in mind, we are not as populated as say Chicago or Canada, so those coming from Toronto, even on our worst days we don't have traffic like you do.  Our roads are just narrower, so when it's crowded near malls, for example, everything seems to back up.  Everyone just leave early and have patience.  I know that some of you are far from various rinks.  
Where are you going to eat while you are here in Pittsburgh?  We have spent some time putting together a restaurant flyer for you, which each manager will receive at check-in.  However, we would like to take the time to give you some ideas and contact information in advance.  These restaurants that are listed below are our tournament sponsors, so PLEASE consider planning team or family meals at their establishments:
Lone Star Steakhouse, Robinson Township -- 120 Andrew Dr., 412.494.9990 (10% off coupon in Program Book)

Quaker Steak & Lube, Cranberry -- 1298 Freedom Road, 724.778.WING (9464) -- They are open on Thanksgiving Day! 

Quaker Steak & Lube, Robinson Township -- 110 Andrew Dr., 412.494.3344 -- They are open on Thanksgiving Day!

Primanti Bros, Moon Township -- 8651 University Blvd., 412.865.2200

Somma Pizza -- Rt. 900 Coxcomb Hill, Verona PA

Paradise Island Bowling, Restaurant and Bar (Located DIRECTLY across the street from RMU Island Sports Center), 7601 Grand Ave., 412.264.6570 (25% off 2nd entree coupon in Program Book).

Giant Eagle Market District -- JUST OPENED -- 100 Settlers Ridge Center Dr., Robinson Township.  (They will close at 4 pm on Thanksgiving afternoon and re-open Fri. morning at 3 am!) 

Now for what you REALLY came for ~ SHOPPING and FUN in Pittsburgh!  Many of these places below are already advertising Black Friday sales and coupons to print.  Also, if you come into town on Thursday, be sure to pick up the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette because it will be full of Black Friday coupons as well.  

Reminder ~ NO SALES TAX ON CLOTHING IN PENNSYLVANIA!!
Also, before you get started, you may want to check out www.visitpittsburgh.org for maps, information, events, etc.  

The closest malls to the rinks are as follows:
The Mall at Robinson ~ near RMU rink and the Airport area hotels.  

www.shoprobinsonmall.com
The Pointe at North Fayette ~ Just across the Highway from Robinson Mall area.
South Hills Village ~ very close to Bethel Park Arena
http://www.simon.com/mall/default.aspx?id=159
Galleria Mall ~ very close to Bethel Park Arean
www.galleriapgh.com
Ross Park Mall ~ 20 min. south of Warrendale rinks
www.ross-park-mall.com
Again, Rte 19 near the mall area has tons of restaurants.  Ross Park Mall has undergone some renovations and is now the most upscale mall in Pittsburgh.  They recently opened a Nordstrom's and have added upscale stores everyone is sure to love -- Tiffany's, True Religion, Juicy Coutour, Lucky Brand, Burberry and more.....
Station Square is an enclosed mall, which was re-developed to add outdoor restaurants in a nice walking area near downtown Pittsburgh.  There's a Bar Louie, Hard Rock Cafe, Buca di Beppo and more.  This location is right on the river and if you have any reason to head over the North Shore (stadium district), you can take a riverboat cruise over instead of driving.  Also, if you find yourself at Station Square, be sure to take a ride on the incline for the very view of the City!
Of course all the big malls have the stores teen girls love ~ American Eagle, Abercrombie, Gap, Victoria's Secret, PacSun, Forever 21, etc. etc.
For those that are looking for some of the more upscale shopping "districts"/outdoor shopping areas, you can check out the following:
Settler's Ridge ~ BRAND new "open-air" shopping area that just opened this month! It is located off of Route 60, very near Robinson Town Center area.  There is a HUGE grocery store, Giant Eagle Marketplace, which is more than a grocery, it's a restaurant and more....worth checking out.  Also at Settler's Ridge there is a brand new movie theatre called Cinemark, REI, restaurants and more.
The Streets of Cranberry  www.thestreetsofcranberry.com  Very near the Warrendale rink.  There are also stores and restaurants ALL over the place near the Cranberry rink.  So, even if you only have a short time to waste, you can find some good shopping nearby.  

The Waterfront -- This is by far the biggest outdoor shopping district in Pittsburgh.  Lots of good restaurants and stores, and movie theatres, Dave 'n Busters, etc.  This is about 20 min. from downtown Pittsburgh to the East. So, if you are wanting to travel here, give yourself some time.  

http://pittsburgh.about.com/od/shopping_malls/p/waterfront.htm
For those that don't want to go quite that far, there is another boutique outdoor shopping district called South Side Works, which incorporates local retailers and national chains, such as Urban Outfitters and REI.  There is also a Cheesecake Factory and a movie theatre.  

www.southsideworks.com
The "South Side" (pronounced one word "Souside" in Pittsburghese) is an eclectic street of shops, restaurants, bars, located on the south side of Pittsburgh (just down the street from Station Square).  Lots of fun for some local flavor.
The "Strip District"  If you have some time to spare on Saturday morning, you may want to head down to the "Strip District."  The Strip District - it sounds like a red light district but it is really a region of Pittsburgh, PA known for its wholesalers, restaurants and funky shops. The Strip is a favorite weekend destination for Pittsburghers and is a must-see for out-of-towners. 

Wholey's Seafood epitomizes the strip experience. Wholey's, one of the region's largest seafood wholesalers, also has a large retail establishment with fresh & prepared fish, sushi, a butcher-shop and fruits and vegetables.
Each ethnic group has its presence in the Strip. Sunseri for Italian meats, cheese and olives.. Reyna Foods for Mexican and South American specialties (we especially like the Jamaica Tamarid and Guaranara drinks), Asian grocieries... You name it. There is even a store called Candy-Rama filled with, you guessed it, candy.
Street vendors abound too, selling ethnic food, used CDs, Pittsburgh city prints & photos, bootleg sunglasses and a little bit of everything else.
We recommend starting your Strip adventure early. Go to breakfast at one of the famous spots like DeLuca's. Work off the carbo-load by walking the Strip - head towards town stopping at the shops. Just stop wherever you please, you'll find a little bit of everything. Other Strip favorites include Feinberg Novelties, USA Gourmet, Rubino Produce and Benkovitz Seafoods. Do make sure you visit the Senator Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center. It's a great place for local history and nostalgia. After that, hit Eides, the best place in the city for comics, music and sci fi.
Tanger Outlets ~ located 10 min. south of the Iceoplex at Southpointe.  So, if you have a game down there, or just have some free time, this brand new outlet mall opened earlier this fall.  At registration, EVERY player will be given a certificate that can be redeemed for a Tanger Outlet couple book!

http://www.tangeroutlet.com/washington/info/
Grove City Outlets ~ located 45 min. north of Warrendale, just off of I-79.  Prime Outlets – Grove City is rated as one of the top 20 Outlet Centers in the United States by Value Retail News (August, 2008). With over 140 brand named outlets, customers realize savings from 25% - 65% off retail.  
http://www.primeoutlets.com/locations/grove-city.aspx
Now that you have your shopping/food fix, you may want to take in some cultural or sports activities:
1.  Carnegie Museums -- collection of museums that includes the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Carnegie Science Center, Andy Warhol Museum (yes, he was from Pittsburgh!), and the Carnegie Museum of Art.
http://www.carnegiemuseums.org/
2.  Heinz History Center and Sports Museum -- From the pre-revolutionary drama of the French & Indian War to the legendary match-ups of the Super Steelers, discover 250 years of Pittsburgh history at the Senator John Heinz History Center.

An affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, the History Center is the largest history museum in Pennsylvania.
http://www.pghhistory.org/
3.  The National Aviary --.The Nation's premiere indoor bird park!
 www.aviary.org  

4.  Sporting events:

On Saturday, the Pittsburgh Penguins face off against the NY Rangers.  Game tickets are hard to come by.  We might have some available, so if you are interested, email teampitthockey@aol.com (first-come, first-served!)
5.  Check out www.pgharts.org for information on cultural events to include, A Christmas Story and other events going on in Pittsburgh.
And for those who have gotten ALL the WAY to the bottom of this email...a little fun for you.  I have attached a link to the Pittsburghese glossary....just in case "yunz" have a hard time understanding some of us!!  

We look forward to welcoming you to Pittsburgh, having some fun on and off the ice!!  Again, everyone please have a little patience and let's all get into the holiday spirit!!  
Hope you all have a HAPPY THANKSGIVING Thursday! 
http://www.pittsburghese.com/glossary.ep.html?type=places
 

www.teampittsburghhockey.com 

Follow Team Pittsburgh on Twitter www.twitter.com/teampittsburgh

