BRAMPTON CANADETTES By Marg Poste

(A short history: reproduced from our 1980 Souvenir Pxogra.m)

Few people today realize that the Brampton Canadettes are now in their
seventeenth year of existence and will be hosting their thirteenth ennual Dozinion
Ladies' Hockey Tournsment vith 12/ teams entered this coming Easter weekend.

The old Bolton arena, reminiscent of & farmer's barn and complete vith & di;u in
the ice et the blue line to catch unsuspecting opponents, was the birth site of the Club,
Under the tutelege of Roy Morris and Jinm Tokiva, & band of young ladies vere gradually
trensformed into hockey pleyers.

The fall of 1964 sav the tean entered into the Central Ontario Women's Hockey
Lesgue with teazs from Celedon East, Malton, Georgetown, Barrie, Richmond Hill an
Schozberg. Later, in 1966 the tean moved up to "A' competition in the newly sarall Central
Ontario Tadies Hockey Association vith teams from Don Mlls, Gaelph, Ajax, Bereie,
Cooksville and Huaberside.

Considered a "fad" or described in other uncomplimentery terzs, many people caze to
vatch the ladies make fools of themselves but steyed to take in soze excellent, exciting
hockey.. Additianal public exposure brought more enquiries from girls and wozen wishing to
join the Canadettes and in 1967, under Reg Fukasaka and Gary Moore, e second Canadeties
tean vas born, The Canadettes vere now a Club.

Canada's Centennial Year wes also the opening chapter in the Dozinion Ladies' Hockey
Tournanent. Twenty-two teezs vied for the honours in that first Tournement at Doublerinks
Lrenas. "A" Consolation end "B" Championship titles vent to the "A" end "3" Canadeite teems.

That first Tournament also featured the widest age range in playess as Mabel 3oyd, &
grendoother in her fifties, represented Cooksville and Lynne Franklin, age nine, represented
the Canadettes..

The folloving year the Towrnament drew 32 entries in four divisions with the addition
of a DU series to accomodate players in the 8 - 12 years of age renge. The Brempton Windler
Canadettes represented the Club in this division and along with the other two teems were
successful in their title search.

ksked to coazent on vhy girls uould wvant to play ice hockey, Roy Morris said, "I
don't know vhat sttracts them to the geme, but this thing has grova in leaps and bounds. The
girls learn quickly end ere certainly e treat to coach. And it doesn't meke them eny less
lady-like either, just come to ome of our banquets sometinme,"

Just as the Tournement entries steadily increased each year, so have the Canadette
numbers., By 1975 the Club had become the Brampton Canadettes and the Tournament had been
transferred to the city of Brampton where it attracted 56 entries. New playing divisions
hed been set vith Midget, Bantenm and Pee Wee allocations to ellow age classifications for
the younger players to facilitate ore equal play, It may be noted here that the Cenadettes
were the first to introduce classification into women's hockey, vis the Tournament, vhereby
teams were classified according to ability. Later, with the explosion of younger and better
teans; classifications vere increased end age limits put in.

The year 1975 also sav the entry of a team from York University, the first tine this
had happened. Made up of players from Universities where hockey is e non-body checking gaze,
the York team relied on positionsl play and fast skating and passing to gain a play—off
berth in the "B" finel ageinst Agincourt Censdians, a game they narrowly lost 2 - 1 in
overtine. Unfortunately vith all the firsts, only the Grampton Canadeties Bentems von their
division at this, the eighth Tournement.

By 1977 the Tourneaent had grown so large that it vas physicelly impossible to men
it in Breapton and ice vas secured at Meadowvale Four Rinks in Mississauga. Also, the date
of the Tournasent became permanently set to the Easter veekend to allow more time to
accomodate téans,

Munberdng 200 strong, the Cenadettes have continued to grow and be a driving force
4in women's hockey. Five teazs represent Brampton in five divisions. A house league of 8

* teans continues to provide new talent. Over the past three years, Brampton Canadette teems
have von six Onterio titles in four divisions. In Tournement and League play they have won
countless Championships. Quite an enviable record,

s I look back over the years I vonder where it will stop. Will there come & time
when peopls will finally refuse to volunteer their time and effort to coach, referee and
administer Leagues and Tournaments, as has been the case with any organizations, be they
men's or uomen's. Or vill the Canadettes continue to be a strong force in the organization
of wonen's hockey? A solid, proud group have done it for the past seventeen years, this
old timer hopes they do it for the next seventeenl




